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57 ABSTRACT

Systems, apparatus, and methods for controlling power
modes in electronic devices are provided. A system may
include an electronic device and an input device that sends
power mode selection information via a network to a power
mode selection receiving component in the electronic device.
The electronic device includes a first power component that
powers a first component, and a switching component that
controls the first power component. The electronic device
may include a second power component that powers a second
component. The switching component may control the sec-
ond power component. The power mode selection receiving
component and the switching component may be powered
independently of the first and the second component. If the
power mode selection information indicates an off mode, the
electronic device may provide power to the power mode
selection receiving component and the switching component
and not to the first and the second component.

22 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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SYSTEMS, APPARATUS, AND METHODS FOR
POWER MANAGEMENT

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cationNo. 61/450,814, filed on Mar. 9, 2011, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Disclosed embodiments relate generally to power manage-
ment for electronic devices. More specifically, disclosed
embodiments relate to reducing power consumption in
remote-controlled electronic devices.

BACKGROUND

Recently, the cost of energy has risen and the environmen-
tal impact of energy consumption has become better under-
stood. As a result, it is desirable to reduce energy consump-
tion in order to save money and protect the environment.
However, conventional electronic devices, including, e.g.,
digital devices such as amplifiers, radios, televisions, audio/
video receivers, video cassette recorders (VCRs), digital ver-
satile disc (DVD) players, digital video recorders (DVRs),
game consoles, etc., consume energy even when they are
powered “off.”

For example, when conventional electronic devices are
powered off, specific components in the devices remain pow-
ered on and therefore continue to consume energy and draw
power from a power source, such as an outlet. The conven-
tional electronic devices may keep these components pow-
ered on in order to ensure that the device may quickly respond
to a user powering on the device, for example, by pressing a
power button on the device or on a remote control. For
instance, remote control sensors in conventional electronic
devices are often integrated into a circuit that provides power
to specific components when the device is powered off, and
thus allow the specific components to draw power while the
device is in a power-off mode.

This setup in conventional electronic devices has a dra-
matic effect on energy consumption. For example, because
both the specific components and the remote control sensor
continue to draw power even when the device is powered off,
the conventional electronic devices tend to consume approxi-
mately 45% of their rated energy consumption while powered
off, wasting a large amount of energy.

SUMMARY

Systems and methods consistent with disclosed embodi-
ments may provide a first power component capable of pro-
viding power to a first component and a second power com-
ponent capable of providing power to a second component. A
power mode selection receiving component may be capable
of receiving an indication of a selected power mode. A
switching component may control the two power components
based on the received selected power mode. The power mode
selection receiving component and the switching component
may be powered independently of the first and second power
components, so that in an off power mode power is blocked
from the main component and the standby component, while
the power mode selection receiving component and the
switching component receive power.

In some embodiments, an input such as a remote control
provides a user with three choices for managing the power of
the electronic device. A first choice may be an on mode. In
response to the user’s choice of an on mode, the switching
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component may control the power components to provide
power to both the main and standby component. A second
choice may be a standby mode. In a standby mode, the switch-
ing component may control the power components to provide
power to the standby component and block power from the
main component. A third choice may be an off mode. In an off
mode, the switching component may control the power com-
ponents so that power is blocked from both the main compo-
nent and the standby component. In all three modes, power is
supplied independently to the power mode selection receiv-
ing component and the switching component.

Additional objects and advantages of disclosed embodi-
ments will be set forth in part in the description which fol-
lows, and in part will be apparent from the description, or may
be learned by practice of the disclosed embodiments. The
objects and advantages of the embodiments will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the appended claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate several
embodiments and together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the embodiments. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is an exemplary diagram of an electronic system
consistent with disclosed embodiments;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary embodiment of an input device,
consistent with disclosed embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a power mode selection circuit, consistent with
disclosed embodiments;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary block diagram of a switching com-
ponent, consistent with disclosed embodiments;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary power mode selection process,
consistent with disclosed embodiments; and

FIG. 6 is another exemplary power mode selection process,
consistent with disclosed embodiments.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Disclosed embodiments may provide a capability for
reducing almost all power consumed by an electronic device
when powered off. Systems and methods consistent with
disclosed embodiments provide power to a power mode
selection receiving component, e.g., a sensor that receives a
command from an input device. The power mode selection
receiving component receives the command independently of
other components in the electronic device, allowing one or
more of the other components to receive no power while the
power mode selection receiving component receives power.
Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference numbers
will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the same or
like parts.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an electronic system 100 consistent
with disclosed embodiments. Electronic system 100 may
include input device 110 connected to one or more electronic
devices 120 via network 130. Input device 110 may commu-
nicate with one or more of the electronic devices 120 via
network 130 to change various settings on electronic devices
120, such as power settings, for example.
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In some embodiments, electronic system 100 may be a
home entertainment system. In this example, electronic
devices 120a, 1205, 120c, 1204, and 120e may be a televi-
sion, an audio/visual receiver, a DVD player, a VCR, and a
DVR, respectively. In one embodiment, other types of elec-
tronic devices may be implemented in system 100 such as set
top boxes, video game consoles, music playback devices, etc.
Input device 110 may communicate with electronic devices
120 via network 130, allowing a user to interact with the
electronic devices 120. For example, in some embodiments,
input device 110 may allow a user to choose a current power
mode for each of the electronic devices 120. The power
modes may include an on mode, a standby mode, and an off
mode, for example.

When a device is in an on mode, the device may be func-
tional from the standpoint of the user. For example, in an on
mode, most or all of the components in the device may receive
power. When a device is in a standby mode, the device may
not be functional from the standpoint of the user, but some of
the components in the device may receive power so that the
device can become functional quickly in response to a user
switching the device into the on mode. For example, in a
standby mode, the device may power a subset of its compo-
nents, but may not supply power to other components. When
a device is in an off mode, the device may not be functional
from the standpoint of the user. Further, in an off mode, the
device may supply power to a smaller subset of components
than are powered in the standby mode. For example, in one
embodiment, in the off mode, the device may only provide
power to the components necessary to receive an input from
input device 110.

Electronic devices 120 may each have various components
(not shown). In some embodiments, these components may
be divided into two or more groups. For example, in certain
embodiments, electronic devices 120 may each have one or
more main components and one or more standby compo-
nents. Main components may include electronic components
that can be powered on and off relatively quickly, while
standby components may include electronic components that
take a longer time to become operational after they are pow-
ered on. For example, standby components may include boot-
able electronic devices that require additional time to boot
before becoming operational. As discussed in greater detail
below, the main components may receive power in an on
mode, but may not receive power in either an off or standby
mode. Likewise, the standby components may receive power
in an on and a standby mode, but may not receive power in an
off mode.

Network 130 may include any one of or combination of
wired or wireless communication mechanisms. For example,
network 130 may include a wireless network such as infrared
(IR), radio frequency (RF), microwave, cellular and/or wire-
less network employing, for example, Bluetooth or IEEE
802.11 protocols. Likewise, network 130 may include a wired
network such as twisted pair wire, coaxial cable, optical fiber,
and/or a digital network. Additionally, network 130 may be
integrated into any local area network, wide area network,
campus area network, or the Internet and may allow for com-
munication between input device 110 and electronic devices
120 when input device 110 is in a different location than
electronic devices 120.

While one input device 110 is shown in FI1G. 1, system 100
may use any number of input devices 110. For example, in
some embodiments, one input device 110 may control mul-
tiple electronic devices 120. In other embodiments input
device 110 may control a single electronic device 120, such as
electronic device 120q, for example. Similarly, while FIG. 1
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shows five electronic devices 120a-120¢, system 100 may
include any number of electronic devices.

Similarly, input device 110 may be any type of device that
auser may use to send an input to one or more of the electronic
devices 120. For example, in some embodiments, input
device 110 may be a remote control that allows a user to
communicate wirelessly with electronic devices 120. How-
ever, input device 110 is not limited to a remote control and
may include, e.g., a keyboard, mouse, personal computer,
cellular telephone, smart phone, personal digital assistant,
tablet, an input for receiving voice commands, a video game
console controller, etc.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary embodiment of input device 110
that is configured as a remote control, consistent with certain
disclosed embodiments. Input device 110 includes an output
component 210 and a front face 220 that may include multiple
buttons such as buttons 230, 240, 250 and 260, for example. A
user may select one or more of buttons 230-260 in order to
change settings on one or more of electronic devices 120. In
response to the user’s selection of a button, input device 110
may send an electronic signal to one or more of electronic
devices 120 via output component 210, the signal indicating
the selected setting change. The configuration, format,
design, and “look and feel” of input device 110 is not limited
to that shown in FIG. 2 and such features may vary consistent
with disclosed embodiments.

In some embodiments output component 210 may include
IR light emitting diodes (LEDs) capable of sending an IR
signal via network 130 to an electronic device, such as elec-
tronic device 120a. The IR signal may be modulated, for
example, to encode data, and the signal may be received by
electronic device 120a. Other communications protocols and
components may also be used, such as Bluetooth, IEEE
802.11, etc.

In one embodiment, input device 110 may include power
buttons that may allow a user to place an electronic device
into different power states. For example, input device 110
may include on button 230, standby button 240, and off button
250. In some embodiments, on button 230 and standby button
240 may be combined to a single button that toggles between
the two power states when selected. A user may select on
button 230 to place an electronic device into on mode,
standby button 240 to place an electronic device into standby
mode, and off button 250 to place an electronic device into off
mode. The different power modes will be discussed in greater
detail below.

Buttons 260 may include various other setting options for
an electronic device. The arrangement, number, and selection
of buttons 260 may vary, e.g., depending on the type of
electronic device(s) being controlled.

Buttons 230-260 may be any input mechanism capable of
receiving a user’s input. For example, in some embodiments,
buttons 230-260 may be physical buttons that a user depresses
to indicate a choice as shown in FIG. 2. In other embodiments,
one or more buttons 230-260 may be incorporated into an
electronic display, such as a touch screen, for example, and
the one or more buttons 230-260 may be displayed as icons on
the screen for the user to select. In certain embodiments,
buttons 230-260 may incorporate both physical buttons and a
touch screen. In certain embodiments, input device 110 may
use voice recognition and/or gesture recognition instead of
buttons in to receive inputs from the user.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary power mode selection circuit 300,
consistent with disclosed embodiments. In one embodiment,
power mode selection circuit 300 includes power input 310,
stabilizing diode 320, transformer 330, power mode selection
receiving component 340, switching component 360, main
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switch 370, standby switch 375, power lines 391, 393, 394,
397, and 398, and communications lines 392, 395, and 396.
These components are described in greater detail below with
respect to FIG. 3.

Power mode selection circuit 300 may be included in an
electronic device, such as one or more of electronic devices
120, for example, to provide power to various components in
the electronic device based on a specified power setting. For
example, an electronic device may include one or more main
components 380 and one or more standby components 385,
which are both powered by power mode selection circuit 300.
The identification of electrical components as either main
components 380 or standby components 385 may vary
among different electronic device 120 and among different
embodiments.

For example, a DVD player may include several compo-
nents, such as a microprocessor, video encoder and decoder,
DVD tray motor, audio systems, DVD lens reader, internet
connection, RAM, flash memory, etc. In one embodiment,
key electrical components, such as the microprocessor and
RAM, may be main components 380 and all other compo-
nents may be standby components 385.

In another embodiment, main components 380 may
include one or more electronic components that can be pow-
ered off and powered on relatively quickly, while standby
components 385 may include one or more electronic compo-
nents that take a longer time to become operational after they
are powered on. In the DVD player example, main compo-
nents 380 may include the microprocessor, RAM, and a
clock, and standby components 385 may include all other
components.

In another embodiment, main components 380 may
include certain key components and components that allow
an electrical device to perform certain functionalities even in
an off mode. In the DVD player example, the microprocessor,
main components 380 may include RAM, clock, DVD tray
motor, and components that enable network connections (e.g.
the Internet), and standby components 385 may include all
other components included in the DVD player. Thus, even in
an off mode, a user may still be able to open and close the
DVD tray and the DVD player may maintain an Internet
connection.

In some embodiments, power mode selection circuit 300
may allow a user to selectively power on and power off the
main components 380 and the standby components 385.
However, in other embodiments, power mode selection cir-
cuit 300 may allow a user to selectively power the main
components 380 and/or the standby components 385 in a
lower-power consumption mode. For example, in the DVD
player example discussed above, power mode selection cir-
cuit 300 may provide power to components such that a clock
is fully operational, but not enough power to enable to DVD
tray to open.

While not shown in FIG. 3, in some embodiments main
components 380 and/or standby components 385 may be
communicatively connected to a network, e.g., the Internet.
Main components 380 and/or standby components 385 may
obtain information via the network in order to become opera-
tional faster after being powered on. For example, main com-
ponents 380 and/or standby components 385 may obtain date,
time, and location information from the network. In some
embodiments, main components 380 and standby compo-
nents 385 may be connected to the network via a network
connection that is integrated into electronic device 120 sepa-
rate from power mode selection circuit 300. In other embodi-
ments, main components 380 and standby components 385
may be connected to the network via switching component
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360. In such embodiments, switching component 360 may
obtain the information from the network and send the infor-
mation to main components 380 and/or standby components
385 via a wired or wireless connection between switching
component 360 and main components 380 and/or standby
components 385.

Power mode selection circuit 300 may allow selective
power control in response to user or other forms of input to
power on and power off main components 380 and standby
components 385 independently. In one embodiment, the
selective power control may be performed via separate
switches, such as main switch 370 and standby switch 375,
for example. Switches 370 and 375 may each be implemented
using any type of switching device such as solid state switch-
ing devices, e.g., analog switches, solid state relays, metal
oxide semiconductor field effect transistors (MOSFETs), etc.

Further, while two switches 370 and 375 are shown in FIG.
3, any number of switches may be used. In some embodi-
ments, switches 370 and 375 may be combined into a single
switch, having any number of inputs and outputs. For
example, in one embodiment, the switch may include two
inputs that may correspond to communications lines 395 and
396 and two physical outputs with three different output
modes, each output mode corresponding to one of the on, off,
and standby modes. In another embodiment, an additional
switch may be located on power line 394 in a location such
that the additional switch is capable of blocking the power to
both main components 380 and main components 385.
Switching component 360 may also control this additional
switch, for example. In this embodiment, when switching
component 360 switches into an off mode, switching compo-
nent 360 may open the switch on power line 394 in order to
block power to main components 380 and standby compo-
nents 385.

Power mode selection circuit 300 may include a power
input 310 that draws power from a power source. For
example, power input 310 may include a utility plug that
connects to a standard 110/120 volt power outlet, a 12 volt
power source, or any other type of external power source. The
current may be stabilized by diode 320 and fed into trans-
former 330. Transformer 330 may convert the alternating
current (AC) to direct current (DC), for example, so that it can
be used by electronic devices. While one diode 320 and one
transformer 330 are shown in FIG. 3, any number and differ-
ent types of diodes and transformers may be used. Further, in
certain embodiments, diode 320 and/or transformer 330 may
not be included in power mode selection circuit 300.

Transformer 330 may output the DC current to other com-
ponents of power mode selection circuit 300. For example,
transformer 330 may provide power to a power mode selec-
tion receiving component 340 via power line 391, to switch-
ing component 360 via power line 393, and to main switch
370 and standby switch 375 via power line 394. In this con-
figuration, power mode selection receiving component 340
and switching component 360 may be powered via a separate
circuit than main components 380 and standby components
385. This may enable power mode selection receiving com-
ponent 340 and switching component 360 to be powered
independently of main components 380 and standby compo-
nents 385.

Power mode selection receiving component 340 may be
capable of receiving an input regarding a power mode selec-
tion for an electronic device that includes power mode selec-
tion circuit 300. For example, a user may select a specific
power mode for the electronic device by selecting a power
mode button (e.g. buttons 230, 240, 250) on input device 110.
Input device 110 may send information via network 130 that
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may be received by power mode selection receiving compo-
nent 340. For example, in embodiments where input device
110 sends information via IR, power mode selection receiv-
ing component 340 may include photodiodes capable of
receiving the IR pulses and transforming them into electronic
signals. As discussed above, in some embodiments, other
communication protocols may be used, e.g., Bluetooth, IEEE
802.11, etc. In these embodiments, power mode selection
receiving component 340 may include a receiver capable of
receiving information from input device 110 via one or more
of these protocols and transforming them into electronic sig-
nals usable by circuit 300. In other embodiments, a user may
provide input to power mode selection receiving component
340 via other mechanisms, such as manually selecting but-
tons or the like on the electronic device, or providing input
remotely via the Internet. In the latter example, power mode
selection receiving component 340 may receive input from
the Internet from a user remotely located from the electronic
device, such as a user who is traveling and uses known Inter-
net mechanisms to provide input via a web service or smart
phone applications that provide or relay the user’s selections
to power mode selection receiving component 340 via Inter-
net communication mechanisms.

Power mode selection receiving component 340 may be
communicatively coupled to switching component 360 via
communications line 392. Power mode selection receiving
component 340 may send one or more commands to switch-
ing component 360 based on the input received, e.g., from
input device 110. For example, power mode selection receiv-
ing component 340 may instruct switching component 360 to
enter an on mode, an off mode, or a standby mode based on an
input received from an external source such as a remote
control.

In response to the input received from power mode selec-
tion receiving component 340, switching component 360
may direct main switch 370 and/or standby switch 375 to
open and/or close. Switching component 360 may control
main switch 370 via main control line 395 and may control
standby switch 375 via standby control line 396.

For example, input device 110 may send a signal represent-
ing an on mode to power mode selection receiving component
340. Responsive to the signal, power mode selection receiv-
ing component 340 may instruct switching component 360 to
place the electronic device in an on mode. In response,
switching component 360 may send a first control signal to
main switch 370 via main control line 395. The first control
signal may direct main switch 370 to close and to provide
power to main components 380 via main power line 397.
Switching component 360 may also send a second control
signal to standby switch 375 via standby control line 396. The
second control signal may direct standby switch 375 to close
and to provide power to standby components 385 via standby
power line 398.

Similarly, input device 110 may send a signal representing
a standby mode to power mode selection receiving compo-
nent 340. Responsive to the signal, power mode selection
receiving component 340 may instruct switching component
360 to place the electronic device in a standby mode. Switch-
ing component 360 may send a first control signal to main
switch 370 via main control line 395. The first control signal
may direct main switch 370 to open and block power to main
components 380. Switching component 360 may send a sec-
ond control signal to standby switch 375 via standby control
line 396. The second control signal may direct standby switch
375 to close and provide power to standby components 385
via standby power line 398.
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Similarly, input device 110 may send a signal representing
an off mode to power mode selection receiving component
340. Responsive to the signal, power mode selection receiv-
ing component 340 may instruct switching component 360 to
place the electronic device in an off mode. Switching com-
ponent 360 may send a first control signal to main switch 370
via main control line 395. The first control signal may direct
main switch 370 to open and block power to main compo-
nents 380. Switching component 360 may send a second
control signal to standby switch 375 via standby control line
396. The second control signal may direct standby switch 375
to open and block power to standby components 385. Thus, in
the off mode, main components 380 and standby components
385 do not receive any power. However, because power mode
selection receiving component 340 and switching component
360 are powered by circuits separate from that powering main
components 380 and standby components 385, power mode
selection receiving component 340 and switching component
360 may still draw power.

Power mode selection receiving component 340 and
switching component 360 are shown in FIG. 3 as separate
components. However, in some embodiments, they may be
incorporated in a single component. Further, switching com-
ponent 360 may include any type of hardware and/or software
capable of receiving an input regarding a power mode and
controlling the power provided to various components based
on that input. In some embodiments, switching component
360 may include hardwired circuitry, such as application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs). In other embodiments,
switching component 360 may include a memory storing
software that stores instructions executed by a processor.

As discussed above, switching component 360 may be
implemented using various technologies. FIG. 4 is an exem-
plary block diagram of one embodiment of a switching com-
ponent 360 that may include processing and memory capa-
bilities, consistent with disclosed embodiments. As shown,
switching component 360 may include input 410, main out-
put 420, standby output 430, power input 440, processor 450,
and memory 460. Input 410 may be any input component
capable of receiving a control signal indicating a power mode.
For example, input 410 may receive a control signal from
power mode selection receiving component 340. In some
embodiments, power mode selection receiving component
340 and switching component 360 may be combined in a
single component, and input 410 may receive a control signal
from input device 110 via network 130, for example. In
embodiments where input device 110 is a remote control,
input 410 may include photodiodes to receive input from the
remote control.

Main output 420 may be any output component capable of
sending a control signal to control the power provided to one
or more main components in an electronic device. For
example, processor 450 may control the status of main switch
370 by directing main output 420 to send a control signal via
main control line 395. Similarly, standby output 430 may be
any output component capable of sending a control signal to
control the power to one or more standby components in an
electronic device. For example, processor 450 may control
the status of standby switch 375 by directing standby output
430 to send a control signal via standby control line 396.

Power input 440 may receive power for switching compo-
nent 360. For example, power input 440 may receive power
via a circuit that is separate from the circuit powering main
components 380 and standby components 385, so that switch-
ing component 360 may be powered independently of the
main components 380 and standby components 385.
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Processor 450 may be one or more known processing
devices, such as a microprocessor from the Pentium™ or
Xeon™ family manufactured by Intel™, the Turion™ family
manufactured by AMD™, or any other type of processor.
Memory 460 may be one or more tangible storage devices
configured to store information used by processor 450 to
perform certain functions related to disclosed embodiments.
In some embodiments, memory 460 may include one or more
power mode selection programs that, when executed by pro-
cessor 450 of switching component 360, perform various
procedures, operations, or processes consistent with dis-
closed embodiments.

In one embodiment, memory 460 may also store informa-
tion used by processor 450 to select various power modes for
different electronic devices. For example, memory 460 may
include information regarding power-on events to determine
whether it is appropriate to place an electronic device into an
off mode or a standby mode. A power-on event may be a time
in the future that the electronic device must be powered on, is
scheduled to be powered on, etc. For example, in embodi-
ments where the electronic device is a DVR, memory 460
may store information regarding scheduled DVR recordings.
Ifa user attempts to turn the electronic device completely off,
switching component 360 may instead turn the electronic
device into a standby mode, so that the recordings can be
made as scheduled. Further, in some embodiments, memory
460 may store information regarding scheduled DVR record-
ings, and processor 450, executing programs stored in
memory 460, may generate commands that automatically
switch a DVR from oftf mode to standby mode based on the
scheduled recordings.

In the embodiments discussed above, memory 460 may
store the entire DVR recording schedule or may store a subset
of information related to the DVR recording schedule. For
example, the DVR may include a separate memory, which
may be included in main components 380 or standby compo-
nents 385, for example, that stores the DVR recording sched-
ule. In some embodiments, switching component 360 may
obtain information related to the DVR recording schedule
from the separate memory. For example, instead of obtaining
the entire schedule, switching component may obtain the next
power-on event, the next two power-on events, or any number
of the next power-on events. This information may be
obtained at any time, such as before switching component
360 sends commands to block power to main components 380
and/or standby components 385 or every time there is a power
mode change. For example, switching component 360 may
receive a control signal from power mode selection receiving
component, e.g., indicating a command to change from one
power mode to another. Responsive to receiving the control
signal with the command, switching component 360 may
obtain information related to the DVR recording schedule
(e.g., one or more of the next power-on events), e.g., by
making a query for this information to the DVR’s memory or
to any other device such as a database storing the DVR
recording schedule located remotely from the DVR via a
network such as the Internet. The information related to the
DVR recording schedule may then be stored in memory 460.
As discussed above, this information may be used to deter-
mine whether switching component 360 should enter a
standby mode instead of an off mode and whether to auto-
matically switch the device from an off mode to an on mode.

Memory 460 may also store information used to help com-
ponents, such as standby components 385, become opera-
tional more quickly after transitioning from an off mode to an
onmode. For example, memory 460 may include information
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such as date, time, and location and may provide this infor-
mation to the standby components 385 as they transition from
an off mode.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary power mode selection process
500, consistent with disclosed embodiments. In one embodi-
ment, process 500 may be performed by, e.g., power mode
selection circuit 300. The process may begin at step 510
where power mode selection receiving component 340
receives an input regarding a power state. For example, power
mode selection receiving component 340 may receive an
input from input device 110 via network 130. Power mode
selection receiving component 340 may send a command
based on the input to switching component 360, for example.
However, as discussed, power mode selection receiving com-
ponent 340 and switching component 360 may also be a
single component.

At step 520, switching component 360 determines whether
the received input indicates an off, on, or standby mode. If the
input indicates an on mode, switching component 360 may
provide power to main components 380 and standby compo-
nents 385 as shown in step 530. For example, switching
component 360 may send a first control signal to main switch
370 via main control line 395. The first control signal may
direct main switch 370 to close and to provide power to main
components 380 via main power line 397. Switching compo-
nent 360 may also send a second control signal to standby
switch 375 via standby control line 396. The second control
signal may direct standby switch 375 to close and to provide
power to standby components 385 via standby power line
398.

If, at step 520, switching component 360 determines that
the input indicates a standby mode, switching component 360
may provide power to standby components 385 but may
block power to main components 380 as shown in step 540.
For example, switching component 360 may send a first con-
trol signal to main switch 370 via main control line 395. The
first control signal may direct main switch 370 to open and
block power to main components 380. Switching component
360 may send a second control signal to standby switch 375
via standby control line 396. The second control signal may
direct standby switch 375 to close and provide power to
standby components 385 via standby power line 398.

If, at step 520, switching component 360 determines that
the input indicates an off mode, switching component 360
may block power to both main components 380 and standby
components 385 as shown in step 550. For example, switch-
ing component 360 may send a first control signal to main
switch 370 via main control line 395. The first control signal
may direct main switch 370 to open and block power to main
components 380. Switching component 360 may send a sec-
ond control signal to standby switch 375 via standby control
line 396. The second control signal may direct standby switch
375 to open and block power to standby components 385.
Thus, in the off mode, main components 380 the standby
components 385 do not receive any power. However, because
power mode selection receiving component 340 and switch-
ing component 360 are powered by circuits separate from the
circuit powering the main and standby components, power
mode selection receiving component 340 and switching com-
ponent 360 may still draw power.

At step 560, switching component 360 and/or power mode
selection receiving component 340 may determine if another
input has been received. If switching component 360 and/or
power mode selection receiving component 340 have not
received another input, switching component 360 maintains
the current power state, as shown in step 570. If, at step 560,
switching component 360 and/or power mode selection
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receiving component 340 receive another input, the process
may return to step 520 where switching component 360 again
determines which power mode has been selected.

FIG. 6 shows another exemplary power mode selection
process 600, consistent with disclosed embodiments. In one
embodiment, process 600 may be performed by exemplary
embodiments of switching component 360, such as the exem-
plary embodiment disclosed in F1G. 4 where switching com-
ponent 360 includes processor 450 and memory 460. For
example, software stored in memory 460 may include
instructions that, when executed by processor 450, cause
processor 450 to perform one or more of the steps in process
600.

Process 600 may begin at step 610 where processor 450
receives an input regarding a power state via input 410. For
example, processor 450 may receive an input from power
mode selection receiving component 340 via input 410. In
embodiments where power mode selection receiving compo-
nent 340 and switching component 360 are a single compo-
nent, processor 450, via input 410, may receive an input from
input device 110 over network 130.

At step 620 processor 450 determines if the input received
through input 410 indicates an off, on, or standby mode. Ifthe
input indicates an on mode, processor 450 may control the
outputs at main output 420 and standby output 430 to provide
power to main components 380 and standby components 385,
as shown in step 630. For example, processor 450 may direct
main output 420 to send a first control signal to main switch
370 via main control line 395. The first control signal may
direct main switch 370 to close and provide power to main
components 380 via main power line 397. Processor 450 may
also direct standby output 430 to send a second control signal
to standby switch 375 via standby control line 396. The sec-
ond control signal may direct standby switch 375 to close and
provide power to standby components 385 via standby power
line 398.

I, at step 620, processor 450 determines that the input
received through input 410 indicates a standby mode, proces-
sor 450 may control the outputs at main output 420 and
standby output 430 to provide power to standby components
385 but block power to main components 380, as shown in
step 640. For example, processor 450 may direct main output
420 to send a first control signal to main switch 370 via main
control line 395. The first control signal may direct main
switch 370 to open and block power to main components 380.
Processor 450 may also direct standby output 430 to send a
second control signal to standby switch 375 via standby con-
trol line 396. The second control signal may direct standby
switch 375 to close and provide power to standby components
385 via standby power line 398.

I, at step 620, processor 450 determines that the input
received through input 410 indicates an off mode, processor
450 may determine whether there are any power-on events, as
shown in step 650. For example, as discussed above, if pro-
cessor 450 is part of a power mode selection circuitina DVR,
processor 450 may query the DVR’s memory to determine
whether there is a scheduled recording in the future. If, at step
650, the processor determines that there is a power-on event,
the process proceeds to step 640, where processor 450 con-
trols the outputs at main output 420 and standby output 430 to
provide power to standby components 385 but block power to
main components 380. Thus, processor 450 returns to a
standby mode, as described above with regard to step 640.

If, at step 650, processor 450 determines that there are no
power-on events, processor 450 controls the outputs at main
output 420 and standby output 430 to block power to both
main components 380 and standby components 385 as shown
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in step 660. For example, processor 450 may direct main
output 420 to send a first control signal to main switch 370 via
main control line 395. The first control signal may direct main
switch 370 to open and block power to main components 380.
Processor 450 may also direct standby output 430 to send a
second control signal to standby switch 375 via standby con-
trol line 396. The second control signal may direct standby
switch 375 to open and block power to standby components
385.

At step 670, processor 450 determines whether another
input has been received at input 410. If processor 450 has not
received another input via input 410, processor 450 maintains
the current power state, as shown in step 680. However, if
input 410 has received another input, processor 450 returns to
step 620, where processor 450 determines whether the input
indicates an off, on, or standby mode, and the process, dis-
cussed above, repeats.

Process 600 is an exemplary process and may be varied
consistent with disclosed embodiments. For example, at step
650 of process 600, if processor 450 determines that there are
power-on events, processor 450 proceeds to standby mode as
shown in step 640. However, in one embodiment, processor
450 may store the next power-on event in memory 460. In this
embodiment, processor 450, in response to an input indicat-
ing an off mode, may control main output 420 and standby
output 430 in accordance with an off mode, discussed above
with regard to step 660. Processor 450 may stay in off mode
until either receiving another input or until determining that
the time of the power-on event occurs. If input 410 receives
another input, processor 450 may determine whether the
input indicates an on, off, or standby mode, as discussed with
regard to step 420. However, if the time of the power on event
occurs before input 410 receives another input, processor 450
may automatically proceed to an on mode, controlling main
output 420 and standby output 430 as discussed above with
regard to step 630.

Other embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the
art from consideration of the specification and practice of
embodiments disclosed herein. It is intended that the specifi-
cation and examples be considered as exemplary only, with a
true scope and spirit of the disclosed embodiments being
indicated by the following claims. For example, any type of
electronic device including the components disclosed herein
consistent with the described embodiments may be used.

What is claimed is:

1. A power mode control device comprising:

a first power component capable of providing power to a
first component;

a power mode selection receiving component capable of
receiving an indication of a selected power mode from a
first power mode, a second power mode, or a third power
mode; and

a switching component that controls, based on the selected
power mode, whether the first component receives
power from the first power component,

wherein the power mode selection receiving component
and the switching component receive power indepen-
dently of the first component.

2. The power mode control device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a second power component capable of providing power to
a second component, the second power component
being independent of the first power component,

wherein the switching component controls, based on the
selected power mode, whether the second component
receives power from the second power component, and
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the power mode selection receiving component and the

switching component receive power independently of

the second component.
3. The power mode control device according to claim 2,
wherein
the first power mode comprises an off power mode, and
in response to the power mode selection receiving compo-
nent receiving an indication of the off power mode, the
switching component causes the first power component
and second power component to block power to the first
component and the second component.
4. The power mode control device according to claim 2,
wherein the switching component is configured to control
whether the first component and the second component
receive power based on the first power mode, the second
power mode, or the third power mode.
5. The power mode control device according to claim 2,
wherein
the first power mode comprises an off power mode, the
second power mode comprises a standby power mode,
and the third power mode comprises an on power mode,

the power mode selection receiving unit is configured to
receive at least one of an indication of the off power
mode, an indication of the standby power mode, or an
indication of the on power mode, and

the switching component is configured to:

cause the first power component and the second power

component to block power to the first component and the
second component responsive to the power mode selec-
tion receiving component receiving the indication of the
off power mode;

cause the first power component to provide power to the

first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component responsive to the
power mode selection receiving component receiving
the indication of the standby power mode; and

cause the first power component and the second power

component to provide power to the first component and
the second component responsive to the power mode
selection receiving component receiving the indication
of the on power mode.

6. The power mode control device according to claim 2,
wherein the first power mode comprises an off power mode,
the second power mode comprises a standby power mode,
and the third power mode comprises an on power mode, and
the switching component is configured to:

receive an indication from the power mode selection

receiving component of the off power mode to block
power to the first component and to the second compo-
nent;

receive information regarding power-on events for an elec-

tronic device including the first component and the sec-
ond component; and

cause the first power component to provide power to the

first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component based on the
information regarding the power-on events.

7. The power mode control device according to claim 6,
wherein the switching component is further configured to:

receive the information regarding the power-on events

responsive to receiving the indication from the power
mode selection receiving component of the off power
mode.

8. The power mode control device according to claim 7,
wherein the power-on events include scheduled recordings
for the electronic device.
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9. An electronic system comprising:

an electronic device; and

an input device that sends an indication of a selected power
mode to the electronic device via a network, the elec-
tronic device comprising:

a first power component capable of providing power to a
first component;

a power mode selection receiving component capable of
receiving the indication of the selected power mode
from a first power mode, a second power mode, or a third
power mode; and

a switching component that controls, based on the selected
power mode, whether the first component receives
power from the first power component,

wherein the power mode selection receiving component
and the switching component receive power indepen-
dently of the first component.

10. The electronic system according to claim 9, the elec-

tronic device further comprising:

a second power component capable of providing power to
a second component, the second power component
being independent of the first power component,

wherein the switching component controls, based on the
selected power mode, whether the second component
receives power from the second power component, and

the power mode selection receiving component and the
switching component receive power independently of
the second component.

11. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein

the first power mode comprises an off power mode, and

in response to the power mode selection receiving compo-
nent receiving an indication of the off power mode, the
switching component causes the first power component
and the second power component to block power to the
first component and the second component.

12. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein

the first power mode comprises an off power mode, the sec-
ond power mode comprises a standby power mode, and the
third power mode comprises an on power mode, and the input
device comprises:

one or more input mechanisms configured to receive a
selection of the on power mode, the off power mode, and
the standby power mode,

wherein the switching component is configured to control
whether the first component and the second component
receive power based on the received selection of the
power mode.

13. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein

the first power mode comprises an oftf power mode, the
second power mode comprises a standby power mode,
and the third power mode comprises an on power mode,

the power mode selection receiving unit is configured to
receive at least one of an indication of the off power
mode, an indication of the standby power mode, or an
indication of the on power mode, and

the switching component is configured to:

cause the first power component and the second power
component to block power to the first component and the
second component responsive to the power mode selec-
tion receiving component receiving the indication of the
off power mode;

cause the first power component to provide power to the
first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component responsive to the
power mode selection receiving component receiving
the indication of the standby power mode; and
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cause the first power component and the second power
component to provide power to the first component and
the second component responsive to the power mode
selection receiving component receiving the indication
of the on power mode.

14. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein
the first power mode comprises an off power mode, and the
switching component is configured to:

receive an indication from the power mode selection

receiving component of the off power mode to block
power to the first component and to the second compo-
nent;

receive information regarding power-on events for an elec-

tronic device including the first component and the sec-
ond component; and

cause the first power component to provide power to the

first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component based on the
information regarding the power-on events.

15. The electronic system according to claim 14, wherein
the switching component is further configured to:

receive the information regarding the power-on events

responsive to receiving the indication from the power
mode selection receiving component of the off power
mode.

16. The electronic system according to claim 15, wherein
the power-on events include scheduled recordings for the
electronic device.

17. A method for managing power provided to an elec-
tronic device including a first component and a second com-
ponent, the method comprising:

providing power to a power mode selection receiving com-

ponent independently of the first component and the
second component;

receiving, by a power mode selection receiving compo-

nent, an indication of a selected power mode from a first
power mode, a second power mode, or a third power
mode; and

controlling, based on the indication of the selected power

mode, whether the first component receives power from
a first power component and whether the second com-
ponent receives power from a second power component.

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the first
power mode comprises an off power mode, and the method
further comprises:

causing the first power component to block power to the

first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component in response to the
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power mode selection receiving component receiving an
indication of the off power mode.

19. The method according to claim 17, further comprising:

controlling whether the first component and the second

component receive power based on a first power mode
comprising an off power mode, the second power mode
comprising a standby power mode, and the third power
mode comprising an on power mode.

20. The method according to claim 17, wherein the first
power mode comprises an off power mode, the second power
mode comprises a standby power mode, and the third power
mode comprises an on power mode, and the method further
comprises:

receiving at least one of an indication of the off power

mode, an indication of the standby power mode, or an
indication of the on power mode;

ifthe indication of the off power mode is received, control-

ling the first power component and the second power
component to block power to the first component and the
second component;

if the indication of the standby power mode is received,

controlling the first power component to provide power
to the first component and the second power component
to block power to the second component; and

if the indication of the on power mode is received, control-

ling the first power component and the second power
component to provide power to the first component and
the second component.

21. The method according to claim 17, wherein the first
power mode comprises an off power mode, and the method
further comprises:

receiving an indication from the power mode selection

receiving component of the off power mode to block
power to the first component and to the second compo-
nent;

receiving information regarding power-on events for the

electronic device that includes the first component and
the second component; and

controlling the first power component to provide power to

the first component and the second power component to
block power to the second component based on the
information regarding the power-on events.

22. The method according to claim 21, further comprising:

receiving the information regarding the power-on events

responsive to receiving the indication from the power
mode selection receiving component of the off power
mode, wherein the power-on events include scheduled
recordings for the electronic device.
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